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o f  M r s .  G o l d a  M e i r ,  M i n i s t e r  f o r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i . r s
A t  t he  O f f i c i a l  Open ing  o f ,  t he  Semr r ra r

Iou r  Exce l l ency ,  t he  Mayor  o f  Ha i fa ,  F r i ends ,

-  On ly  those  who  v i I l  v r i t e  h i s to ry  many  yea rs  hence  r * i I I ,
r  th lnk,  be '  abre to  evaluate r , rhat  is  happening t ;  fhe worrd in
th i s  d "ecad .e "  I {e  a re  too  c rose  to  these  i ven ts  t , . l  pu t  ou r  t hough ts
and  emot ions  i n to  word ,s  wh ich  can_ ,  f u l l y .  re lay  vha i  we  fee l  and
t h i n k , , a n d  g i v g , a  r e a r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  i h e  i m i o r t n n c e  o f  w h a t  i s
happen ing  to  m i l l i ons ,  t ens  and  hundreds  o f  m i l l i , - , ns  o f  peop ! .e  who
have  been  unde- r  f o re ign  ru1e ,  and  who  were  p la rec l  i n  a  c rass  by
themse lves "  l { e r_  and . . {ou ,  were  seeming ly  ta led ,  no t  t o  be  i ndepend .en t
b u t  t o  b e  r u l e d  b y  o t h e r s ,  a n d  b e  d i f i e i e n t  f r o m  o t h e r s .  A n d  o n l y
ten ,  f i f t een ,  twen ty - f  i ve  yea rs  ago ,  f o r  some o f  us  on l y  f i ve  ynu , i "
? 8 o r ,  o r  l e s s ,  i t  w a s  a l m o s t  u n t h i n k a b l e  t h a t  w e  a l l  w o u i d  e n j o y  t h i s
fundamen ta l  r i gh t  o f  human  d ign i t y ,  i nd i v idua r l y  and  as  na t rons ,  t o
sha re  the  p r i i r i l eges  and  du t i e i  o f -  6e ing  i ndepenc len t  and  ru l i ng  ou r *
se l ves .  Anc l  t ha t  t he  shap ing  o f  t he  fa te  o f  each  one  o f  us  shou l i l
be  i n  t he  hand-s  o f  t he  peop le  themse lves  and  no t  i n  t he  hanc " i s  o f  o .nv -
o n e  e 1 s e .  I  s a y  t h r s  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  n h e t h e r  t h i s  o r  t h a t  f , r r e i g n  

"

p o w e r  r u l e r l  w e 1 l  o r  d , i d .  n o t  r u l e  w e l l "

Let  us say a fore ign power ru led.  ro 'e I l  and.  wante i l  to  d.o wel l
b y  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e  c o u n ' L i y  L t  r u i e d ,  s i i l i ,  i h e r e  c a n n c t  b e  a ,
peop le  tha t  has  any  se l f - respec t  and  we  a l l  have  -  t ha t  l i ou l t j .  ehoose
t o  l i v e  a n  e a s i e r  a n d  m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  l j - f e  u n d e r  f o r e i g n  r u l e  a n d .
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i J . i t y  o f  s o m e  o t h e r  p o \ { e r ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  l i f e  o f  d i f f i -
c u l t y  a n d .  h a r d s h i p  1 n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  i t s  o w n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

I  don r t  t h ink  the re  i s  a  peop le  i n  t he  wor l i l .  t ha i ,  r+ou rd
1o ] t l n ta r i l y  g i ve  

' up  
i t s  f  r eed  om "n i  i i a "pendenc  e ,  no  more  than  an

i n d i v i d - u a l  t h a t  h a s  s e l f - r e s p e c t  w o u l d  g l y "  u p  h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  l i b e r t y ,
He  a l l  o f  us  a re  the  p r i v i l eged  genera t l on  l i i r ng  i n  an  age  where  the
d ' reams and aspi rat j -ons of  huncl red-s of  mi l l ions of  people h ive Lome t rue,
as  they  reach  i nc lependenee ,  How many  tea rs  have  ueen  shed . ,  a i rd  i n
s o m e  p l a c e s ,  h o v  m u c h  b l o o < l  h a s  b e e n  s h e d . ,  h o w  m u c h  h e a r t a c h e ,  h o w
m&ny  d ' i s i l l us ions  we  a t l  o f  us  hac l ,  each  on - .  i n  a  d , i f f e ren t  way ,  un t i l
each  i n  tu rn  reached  tha t  day  o f  mag ic ,  when  v i t h  a  . re ry  s i .mp l l  p ro -
nouncemen t i t  w&s  recogn ized  tha t  f rom i f , i s  day  on  we  r "L  an  i nae ienden t
p e o p l e o  a n i l  o u r  c o u n t r y  i s  f r e e ,  a n d  b e l o n g s  t o , r "  a n d  t o  u s  o n r ] "

A l l  o f  us  he re  have  on ry  been  i n i l epend-en t  a  fev  ye&r - ,  o r  &
fev  mon ths rand  some a re  j us t  oo  i h "  ve rge  o i  i n r l epend ,ence :  The re  i s
a t  l eas t  one  cgun t r y  rep resen ted -  he re  f i r  whom co ig ra tu la t ron ; r  & re  i n
o rde r ,  a l t hough  i t  i s  s t i l l  t h ree  days  un t i l  r t  w i f  f  o f  f  r c i a l  i - y  a r r i l
f o r m a l l y  b e  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  T o  o u r  f r i e n c l s  o f  S i e r r a  L e o n e ' r + h o  o n  t h e
Z7th- �o f  Apr i l  become in i lependent ;  we extencl  our  r r ' ishes rn the name of
the  I s rae l  Govern rnen t  and  peop le ,  and  i n  the  name o f  a l l  o f  us  r . rho
a re  ga t fue red  he re  "  

' ! f e  w ish  them we l l ,  an<L  a re  happy  w i th  them.
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Bu t  we  a l l  know,  1 ,hose  v i ro  have  ga ined -  the i r  i n r1ependence ,t h a t  a f t e r  t 1 : ^ { l y  
9 f  i o y r -  r e j o i c i n g  a n d  m e r r y m a l c i n g  i s  o v e r ,  c o m et h e  d a y s  o f  q i - f f i c u l t i " " , ' n r r i s h i p s  a n d -  r e s p o n s i u i t i t r e s "  A  p " o p 1 et h a t  c l o e s  " " t  

T l ? Y  t h a t ,  a n d  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  i m m e c l i a t e l y  s e t t l e  r l o w nt o  t a c k l e  t h e  d i f  f  i c u l t  p r o b l e r n s  c  o ' f  r o n t i n g  i t ; - ; ; i ; i r  ' n t i 1  t h a td a y  c o u l d  b e  p u t  o f  f  ,  b e i a u s e  i t  c o u l d  b e  s a i d ,  t h a t  s o m e b o c l y  e l  s ei s  g o i n g  t o  " o l I :  t h e s e  p r _ o b r e m s ,  i s  a  p e o p r e  f o r  w h o m  p o l i t i c a li nd -epend-ence  w i t l  no t  ru i l l y  mean  ve ry  n , , , , , . t  "  F rom the  ve ry  c lay  o fi n d - e p e n d e n c e ,  f  r o m  t h i s  m i a n i g h t ,  r r o " ,  t h i s  n o o n ,  i t  i s  w e  r  a n d  r + eo n l y ,  w h o  m u s - t  d o  t h e  j o b "

T h e  f i r s t  t a s k  i n  o r d e r  i o  i n s u r e  e c l u a l i  b y  a m o n g  n a t i o n sa s  w e l l  a s  i n d e p e n d - e n c e  i s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  h u m a n  s k i l l s  a s  w e 1 1  a st h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  a  c o u n t r y

S o m e  o f  y o u r  c o u n i r i e s  a r e  n o t  a t  a l l  p o o r  c o u n t r i e s i s o m eo f  ' b h e m  a r e  . . e r y  r i c h "  r  k n o v  t h a t  f r o m  h a v i n g  i , i " i t " a  s o m e  o fy o u r  c o u n t r i e s _ .  T h e r e  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  n o t h i n g  { n a t  y o u  h a v e n r t  g o t "A l l  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i t " t  * . r y  p l o p r e  c a n  h o p e  f o r  a n d  p r a y  f o ry o u r v e  g o t  "  A n c l  y e t  p e o p r e  a r e  p o o i .  T h e  , " * " o , ,  i s  y o u  c 1 o  n o t  a 1 _\ ' { ays  kno r ' v  how to  ge t  t he  na tu ra ]  resou rces  ou t  o f  t t r e  ea r th  i n  t hemos t  e f  f  i c i en  t  manner  .  
' l { ea l  

t h  and  pove r t y  may  d  epend  no t  so  mucho l  t  c  o u n t r y r s  w e a l t h  o f  r e s o u r c e s  o r  r a c t  o f  t h e i n ,  b u t  o n  t h es h i 1 l s  o f  p e o p l e  t o  u s  e  i l r e m "  r n e c l u a l i t y  i s  n o t  o n l y  m a t e r i a l  It h e r e  " t 9  p e o p l e  w h o  h . a v e  t h e  b e s t  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e i r  c l i s p o s a la n d  p e o p l e  f o r  w h o m  m a l a r i a  i s  s t i l l  a  d a n g e r ,  a n d  t y p h o i d  i s  a  6 . a n -
9 " t  n  a n d  e y e s  d i s e a s e s  a r e  a  d . a n g e r  ,  c l  i s e a s e s  t t r a t  i n  r n o d e r n  d e v e *1 o p e c 1  c  o u n t r i e s  a r e , e a s  j - I y  c u r e c l "  T u b e r c u l o s i s  i s  n o t  a  d a n g e r o u sd i - sease  any  morec  I t  can  be  cu red . .  And  ye t  I  kno r *  -1 ,1 :a t  i n  ce r ta , r r iA f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  t u b e r c u l o s i s  t a k e s  a  t e r r i b l e  t o l r  o f  y o u n g  a n do l d "  S o  i * '  i s  n o t  o n l y  a  q u e s i i o n  o f  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a n d  t h o s e  w h oh a v e n f  t  t h e  m a t e r l a l  g o o d s ,  b u t  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  i l r o s e  w h o  l r a v e  t ] r ek n o w l e c l g e  a n d  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  a b i l i t y  t o  d . e v e r o p  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s ,  t , h e u .n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  h e a l - b h  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  h o u s i n g , t h eb u i l c l i n g  o f  a  t n o d e r n  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  s t i l 1  h a v e  t o  a c q u i r et h i s  k n o r v f e d g e "  T h i s  i s  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  a r r  o f  u s .  A n d  i f  r  m a y  s a y
l ? ,  . I t o  p e o p l e ,  n o  n a t i o n  c a n  e x p e c t  t o  s o l - v e  a n y  o f  t h e s e  p r o b l e m sr f  t h e  w o m e n  i n  t h a f ' a t i o n ,  i n  t h a L  s o c i e t y ,  a r e  n o t  g o i ' g  t o  b ev e r y  a c t i v e  i n  a l l  f i e l d s ,  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  e a i c a t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  i b  i sh e a l t h r ' n ' h e t h e r  i t  i s  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  v h e t h e r  i t  i u  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o fa  s o c i e t y  a n d  

l h g  s h a p i n g  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  s o c i e t yi n  a  f r e e  a n c l  i n d e p e n d . e n i  s t a t e .

w i th  g .11  my  respec t  t o  t he  men  in  any  r l a t i on r t i r ey  a ronec a n n o t  d o  i t  "  I  w i l l  g r a n t  t h a t  w e  w o m e n ,  a l o n e ,  " * n r . o 1 ,  d o  i t  e i g r e r .M e n  a n d  w o m e n  m u s t  f a c e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  i h e i r  o w n  s o c i e t y  t o g e t h e r .T h e  p r o b l e r n s  t h a t  a r e  ' f  o  b e  f a c e d ,  t o g e t h e r  a r e  s o  i m m e n s e ,  s o  f r i g h t -e n i ' g "  ] { i l l  y "  l a k e , g o o c l ,  w e  n e w  p e o p l e ?  l { i l l  v e  m a k e  g o o d  o r  w i l lw € r  G o d  f o r b i c l ,  f a i l ?  A n d  i f  w e  f " i f  ,  r , r h a t  h a p p e n s ?  S o m e b o d y  w i l ls u r e l y  s a y  t r W e l l ,  i t ' s  a l  l  a  m i s t a k e .  M a y b e  w e -  s h o u l c l  n e . . e r  h a v ea s k e d  f o r  t h i s  i n d e p e n d e n c e , .  A n a  t n i s  i s  s o  f r i g h t e n i n g ,  s o  i m p o r -t a n t ,  b e c a u s e  s o  m u c h  d e p e n d . s  u p o n  i t .  N o t  o n r y  t h e  f a t e  o f  u s ,



new peop le ,  bu t  t he  f  a t ' e  o f  t he  who le  wor ld ,  o f  a l l  human i t yn  d "epends
u p o n  u s ,  t h e  n e r +  i n d e p e n d e n t  p e o p l e s ,  t o  m a h e  g o o d _ ,

T h e  w o r l d -  w i l l  n o t  k n o w  p e a c e T  a n d  t h e r e  v i l l  b e  n o  r e a l
happ iness  un t i l  we ,  t he  new peop les  o f  t he  wor ld - ,  reach  a  s tand .a rd .
o f  l i v i ng  and  educa t i on  tha t  i s  comparab le  w i th  tha t  o f  t he  o ld  and
' * e a l t h y  n a t i o n s .  I t  i s  a s  i m p o r t a n t  f  o r  t h e m  a s  r t  i s  f  o r  u s o  A n d
s i n c e  t h e  p r o b r e m s  a r e  s o  g r e a t ,  f i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h a t
i s  o n r y  t h e  n r a l e  p o p u l a t i o n  b y  i t s e l f ,  c a n n o t  s o r y e  i t .  L e t t s  w o r k
toge the r "  Eve ry  one  o f  ou r  na t , i ons  need-s  eve ry  d rop  o f  ene rgy ,  eye ry
d r o p  o f  a b i l i t y , t h a t  a n J r o n e  h a s .  L e t r s  p o o l  i t  t o g e t h e r  r n  o r d e r  t o
make  good . ,

E v e n  t h e n o  t h e  t a s k  i s  a  d i f f i c u l t  o n e ,  a n d  t h e  p a t h  i s  a
ve ry  l ong  and"  s t renuous  one .  Bu t  we  women  a , re  no t  j us t  a  pa r t  o f
the  popu la t i on ,  We a re  muc l i  more  than  tha t .  \ { e  a re  respons rb le  no t
o n l y  f o r  t h e  p o p u l a t r o n  o f  t o d " a y ,  $ e  a r e  r e s p o n s r b l e ,  i n  t h e  m a i n ,
f o r  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t o m o r r o w .  I t  i s  n o t  o n l y  t h a t  w € r  l r v r n g  i n
t h i s  g e n e r a t i o n ,  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  d - e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o u r  c o u n t r i e s
and .  ou r  peop le  fo r  happ iness  and -  fo r  peace ,  bu t  i n  ou r  nand .s  l i es  the
f u t u r e  o f  o u r  p e o p l e .  I t f s  t h e  b a b i e s  t h a t  w e  b r i n g  i n t o  t h r s  w o r l d ,
the  ch i rd re t t  u .nd  the  you th  tha t  we  ra i se ,  i t  r s  w f ,a t  t hey  w i l l  be
tha t  w i l l  be  ou r  f u tu re "  l { ha i ,  a re  we  Eo ins  to  educa te  them to?

May  I  Sus t  ve ry  ske tch i i . y  convey  to  you  wha t  I  see  as " the
ma in  p rob lem in  ou r  coun t r i es?  We wan t  educa t i on .  1 {ha t  pe rcen tage  o f
our  populat ion knows how to read-  and wr i te? How many men? Hov many
women?  How many  ch i l d ren  a re  ou t  o f  schoo l?  Never  been  i n  schoo l?
How many  peop le  have  no t  go t  t he  e lemen ta ry  know ledge  i ; ha t  i s  so  ne -
cessa ry r  mere l y  t o  read -  and  wr i t e ,  t o  be  ab le  to  commun: . ca te  w i th
o the rs  and"  bene f i t  f r om r+ha t  o the rs  wro te  o r  sa id?  Educa t i ng  a ,
peop le  canno t  happen  ove rn igh t  "  No  mag ic  wand  p laces  peopre  i n
schoo ls  ove rn igh t ,  a .nd .  t u rns  them ou t  p r  ope r  I y  ed . t  ea ted . ,  The re  i s
a l s o  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  h o w  a r e  v e  m o t h e r s  g o i n g  t o  r a i s e  o u r  s o n s  a n d
d a u g h t e r s ?  A r e  v e  g o i n g  t o  r a i s e  t h e m  i n  a  s p r r i t  o f  p r o n e e r i n g ,  s o
tha t  t he i r  genera t i on ,  and  maybe  the  i r  ch i l r 1 ren  e  s  l i ke  ou rs  e  B re
read .y  to  deve lop  the i r  coun t r y ,  i n  o rde r  t o  i nsu re  the  rnd .ependence
o f  i t s  p e o p l e ?  T h i s  i s  p o s s i b l e  r f  t h e  b e t t e r  f a v o u r e d .  s e c t i o n  o f
the  popura t i on  sees  i t se t f  du ty -bound .  t o  sha re  a l r  i t  has  w i th
o the rs "  Young  boys  o r  g i r l s  who  have  the  p r i v i rege  o f  go ing  to
schoo l  and .  ge t t i ng  an  educa t i on  mus t  be  ra i sed"  by  us  rn  sueh  a  way
tha t  t he  advan tages  de r i ved  f rom th i s  ed -uca t i on  mus t  no t  be  used
on ly  fo r  pe rsona l  i n te res t ,  The  ad -van tages  they  have  mus t  be  sha red .
w i th  and  bene f i t  t he  who le  peop le "  r f  ch i l d . ren  a re  t i : . ken  ou t  o f
v i l l a g e s  a n d  s e n t  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l t s  s e h o o l s ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s l  w i l l
t h e y  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  o r  w i l l  t h e y  g o  b a c k  t o ' ! h e  v r l l a g e ?  \ t i l l
t hey  f i nd  themserves  d .u t y *bound"  to  go  back  to  the  v r l rage ,  no t  t o
t h e  l i f e  t h e y  l e f t ,  b u t  t o  b r i n g  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e i r
e d u c a t i o n ,  o f  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e r  s o  t h a t  t h e v ,  t o g e t h e r  w r t h  t h e  o t h e r s ,
may ra is  e the v i l lage t  s  s tand.ard.?

I  kno rn '  i t  i s  t he  i ns t i nc t  o f  eve ry .  mo the r  t o  wan t  he r  ch i l d
t o  h a v e  a  b e t t e r r  & r  e a s i e r  l i f e ;  a n d  i t  i s  e a s i e r  f o r  a  y o u n g s t e r  t o
rema in  i n  t he  cap i ta l  and  ge t  some c lean  r+o rk  t , ha t  d .oes  no t  so i l  t he
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hand.s.  But  we are mothers not  on ly  of  our  ch i lc l ren,  but  o f  our
peop le .  We mus t  ask  ou rse l ves ,  t tDo  we  wan t  ou r  youngs te rs  to  con -
t i nue  l i v i ng  i n  a  r ro r l d  r rhe re  on l y  a  few  have  the  advan t&ges  o f
kncv le4geo  zn4  t k .e  raeses  a re  i l l i t e ra t ,e?  A  fev  vho  bave  the  advan-
t6.ggg ( t f  t , / t t ,L t ( r  h l td  (ap{ ,1116tg ar td  t r re  mass6!  g lck arrd r iy tng? 77at
s t o r i e s  s , r s  w e  g o l n g  t o  t e l l  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h a t  i d e a l s  w i l l  r * e  h o l d ^
up  fo r  t hem? An  easy  l i f e ,  no  ma t te r  how tha t  l i f e  comes?  0 r  a
l i f e  o f  d i f f i cu l t  p ioneer ing ,  c levo t i on  and  se r . r r i ee  to  the  peop le ,
wh ich  r+ i I l  g i ve  the  rea l  j oy? "

Mothers have to  be yery wise.  Maybe in  h igh ly  c levelopecl
c o u n t r i e s  i t  i s  p e r m i s s i b l e  f o r  m o t h e r s  n o t  t o  b e  s o .  B u t  w e ,  t h e
mothe rs  o f  nev  coun t r i es ,  anc l  new ly  i n i l ependen t  peop les ,  we  mus t  be
v iser  s . t rd  th ink th ings out  to  the very end.  Not  what  is  goocl  today.
I that  js  good today may be danger  and a ca lami t ,y  for  tomorrov.  I {e
mus t  t h ink  ou t  a t  f u l l  l eng th  wha t  i s  go ing  to  happen  to  oU i  ch i l c l ren ,
i n  vha t  k in t l  o f  soc ie t y  we  van t  ou r  g ranch i l c l ren  to  l i ve ,  And
mothe rs  can  do  i t  much  be t te r  t han  anybod .y  e lgO.

I  do  no t  t h ink  tha t  we ,  i n .  I s rae l ,  have  so l vec l  many  p rob lems ,
I  can sayr  hoveverr  we know the problems fac ing us,  anc l  have boguu
to  taek le  them.

I fe  have become ind.epend.ent  in  a country  vhere about  seventy
pe r  cen t  o f  t he  l and .  was  ba r ren  and"  was te .  Dese r t ,  s tones  and  rocks .
Exper t s  and"  tens  o f  conmiss ions  have  eome to  th i s  coun t r y  and  to l c l  us
t rNo th ing  c&n  g row in  the  dese r t . . .  No th ing  ca ,n  g row on  rocks . l r  And .
d .o  you  knowr  m; r  f  r i ends ,  ' r r ha t  ou r  a t t i t ude  used  to  be  to  expe r t s?  I t
s t i l l  i s  ,  t o  a  ce r ta in  ex t ,en t .  I f  an  expe r t  commiss ion  ca ,me  to  the
country  and.  sa id-  t fTh is  is  horr  you should.  d ,o th ingst t ,  i ;hey wsre very
we lcome,  and .  ve  s tud . i ed -  t he  repo r t s  ca re fu l l y .  I f  an  expe r t  con*
m iss ion  came and  sa i i l  oNo ,  t h i s  you  canno t  do t t ,  we  sa id  t tThank  you
ve ry  much , r r  and  the  repo r t  wen t  t o  the  was tepaper  baske t .  Th i s  i s
ou r  coun t r y ,  we  have  no  o the r .  And  each  one  o f  you r  you  have  no
o the r  coun t r y  bu t ,  you r  own .  I f  i t  i s  a  r i c * r  coun t r y l  gooc l  f o r  you ,
y o u  a r e  f o r t u n a t e .  I f  i t  i s  a .  p o o r  c o u n t r y ,  i t r  i s  s t i l l  y o u r  c o u n t r y ,
and .  you  have  to  d .o  the  bes t  you  san -  The  g rea tes t  na tu ra l  wea l th  o f
a .ny  eoun t r y  i s  no t  t he  go ld ,  t he  d iamond"s  and .  t he  i ron  o re ,  bu t  t he
p e o p l e  y o u  h a v e "  A  p e o p l e  t h a t  h a s  a  p i o n e e r i n g  s p i r i t ,  t h a t  i s
d "evo tec l2  can  make  a  poo r  coun t r y  r i ch .  A  peop le  tha t  i s  ne i the r
p ioneer ing  no r  devo te< l  t o  se rv ing  the  coun t r y ,  c&n  make  a  r l ch  coun t r y
p o o r .  I t  d " e p e n d  s  e n t i r e l y  u p o n  t h e  p e o p l e ,

This  gather ing and-  others that  ve have hacl  in  th is  country t
bu t  t h i s  one  to  me  has  a  spec ia l  s i gn i f i c&nce ,  i s  impor tan t  no t  on l y
fo r  t he  p r&c t i ca l  resu l t s  t ha t  we  w i l l  have  by  exchang ing  v iews ,  by
mutua l l y  l ea rn ing  f rom the  expe r iences  o f  o the rs ,  bu t  i t  i s  symbo l i c
t h a t  w e  a l l  g e t  t o g e t h e r  i n  o n e  p l a c e ,  n o t  i n  o r d e r  t o  d i s c u s s  a b o u t
how we  shou ld  oppose  somebody ,  bu t  i n  o rd "e r  t o  be  toge the r  @ eve ry -
bocly "

I n  th i s  Semina r  you  v i l l  no t  be  asked  to  pass  any  reso lu t i on
against  anybocly  nor  to  d"emonstrate against  anybod"y.  Nor  wi l l  you be
askec l  t o  sympa th i ze  w i th  a  des i re  to  d .es t roy  anybody ,  No .  I n  th j  s



s e m i n a r ,  w e  w a n t  t o  r - e a r n  h o w  t o  ] i v e  b e t t e r ,  h o w  t o  h e r p  o u r  c h i r _d r e n  l i v e  b e t t e r "

I f e  a l l  have  a  t rag i c  pas t . ,  No t  'N i re  samer  some f  o r  co lo r : r ,s o m e  f : _ "  I e l i g i o n  *  f o r  d i f i e r e n t  e a s o n s .  T h i s  w e  a r l  h a v e  i n  c o m -m o n o  l { e  h a v e  t r a v e r r e d -  a  r o n g  p a t h .  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  s o r r o w ,  p a i n na n d '  n o  p e o p l e  t h a t  r e s p e c t s  i l s e r r  r . o " g " i "  i t s  p a s t ,  n o r  s h o u l d  i t  "B u t  t h e  p a s t  s h o u l d  b e  p u t  i n  i t ; .  r . r o p E ,  p l a c e r  t o  U "  r e m e m b e r e d o  t obe  to ld  to  ou r  ch i rd . ren l  They  mus t  i i n iw . 'No . r "  o f  us  has  any th ing  tobe  ashamed  o f .  Bu t  re t  us  e ; t  i t  i ;  i ; ,  p rop " r  p race ,  and  no t  d "wer1u p o n  i t  t o o  l o n g o

Iou  know,  i t  i s
run  back  to  ou r  pas t  be_
h a r m e d .  u s o  I s  i ;  n i c e
gone ,  and  now we  a re  on
p lan  fo r  t he  fu tu re .

e a s y  s o m e t r m e s ,  y h ? "  t h i n g s  a r e  i l i f f i c u l t r t o
ause  ve  have  somebod .y  to  b1ame,  somebod .y  vho
o  have  somebod .y  to  b lame"  Bu t  t he  pas t "  i s
ou r  owno  \ f e  have  to  l i ve  i n  t he  p resen t  and

s r n e e  t h e  c h a l  e n g :  i s  s o  g r e a t r  w e  m u s t  h e l p  e a c h  o t h e r ,  rknov  tha t  a1 ]  o f  us  need  h l rp__and  g ; t  n " i p  f rom o rd ,  d .eve ropec l  cou r_t r res '  Tha t  i s  no t  enough"  we ,  u i l o , , g  o . r t "e rves . ,  can  he rp  one  &no-t h e r  a  l o t "  W e  a r e  s i m r l a r f  o u r  n e e . ; s  a r e  s i m i l a r o  I f  w e  p u t  a } Io u r  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  a r l  o u r  e f f o r t  t o g e t h e r ,  w e  c a n  m a k e  i t ,  w e  c a D .r e a c h  t h e  p o i n t  v e  a r e  a l l  h o p i n g  f o i .

' r  canno t - te11  y  u  how happy  and"  p roud  r+e  a l l  a re  tha t  youhave  come he re "  r t  i s  L  .o . t -o , . t i , r i ' g , i i r J " i ng ,  v i t h  each  na t i ona lt l r e s s  e x p r e s s i n g ,  r  a m  s u r € r -  s o r o e t h i n g  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  p e o p l e "r o u  h a v e  a l l  " o m u  h e r e ,  n o t ' k n o ' * i n g  e i c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  w h e n  y o u  r e a v eve  sha l l  have  ga ined  someth ing  wh ich  1s  the  d .a res t  o f  a l l  -  r nu tua lund 'e rs tand ingo  f r i endsh ip  and  knov red .ge  o f  o the r  peop le .

I f e  know tha t  t h r . s  wor rd "  i s  r roub red  anc l  t o rn ,  and  p rann ingfo r  peace  depenrLs  pa r t l y  on  us  women"  Nobod .y  can  a f fo rd .  war ,  bu tn e w  p e o p l e  e . . e n  l e s s  t h a n  o t h e r s ,  A n d  p e r h a p s  i f  a l r  p e o p r e s  o f  t h ev o r l d ,  E a s t  a n d  W e s t ,  N . : r t h  a n d  S o r r t h r  i y o u i d .  s i t  t o g e t h e r  t o  d i s _e u s s  c h i l c l  w e l f a r e  -  r  m e a n  e v e n  t h e  H , a d . s - " o f  s t a t e s ,  s u p p o s i n g  t h e yv o u l d  g e t  t o g e t h e r  a t  a  S e m i n a r  t o  d r s c u s s  c h r l d  w e l i a r e ,  a n d  h e a l t hp rob lems ,  and  thg  p lace  o f  woman ,  and  the  p race  o f  man ,  and  vha t  t odo  w i th  you th  *  1  i r  u , r r *  t hey  wourd  speak  a  (ommon language .

s o  g e t t i n g  t o g ,  t h e r  
l l  f r i e n d s h i p  a n r l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g o  w i t ha  s i n c e r e  d e s i r e  f o r  m u , u a r  a i d  -  t h : s  i s  t h e  g r e a t  t h i n g  o f  t h i scon fe rence .  w : -  

? t .  ha lpy  tha t  you  found .  L  mpor tan t  t o  come ro  acon fe rence  o f  
, t n i :  

k i nd l  
? "W13 i " ,  a rd  i f r * t  yo i  h *o "  been  sen t  byy o u r  G o v e r n m e n t s  t o  I s r a e l o  A t l  o f  o u  a r e  , e r y  w e l c o m e  h e r e .

I  s i n c e r e l y  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  f  i n  I  t h i s  S e m i n a r  i - n s t r u c -t r v e  a n d  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  , l u o  e n j o y  y o u r . s t a y  , r e r e "  T h i s  i s ,  a  t i n yand '  poo r  eoun t r yo  I {e  v re  a  , r " r i  peop re  and  have  a  rong  h i s to ry ,  at r a g i c  h i s t o r v o  B u t  w e  a r e  a l s o  . ;  o l s t r n a t e  p e o p l e ,  r + . h o  j u s t  r B -fused  
1o  go  d twn"  

_  I {e  r . . r ayedp  vep ;  and  f  ough t ,  and  r i ved  to  see  theg r e a t  d a y  o f  f r e e d o n  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e "  T h e r e f o r e  d " o  n o t  b e
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su rp r i sec l  t ha t  we  uncLers tand  and .  l ook  fo r  f  r i end .sh ip  among  you1 :

p "o i t " " "  I t  i s  cus toma. ry  i n  t he  wor ld '  now to  say  r tno  s t r i ngs r f  "  No

i t " : . r rgu ,  excep t  f r i endsh ip  and  unders t ,a ,nd " ing "  And  coopera t i on .

S o  w e l c o n e  t o  I s r a e l "  O u r  m a y o r  h a s  a l r e a d y  w e l c o m e d  y o u  t o

th i s  beau t i f u l  c i t y ,  r i nged .  by  moun ta ins  and  seao  The  he igh ts  anc i

h o r i z o n s  y o u  f i n d  i n  t h i i  c i t y  m a y  b e  s y m b o l i c  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  d a r e  t o

d . ream and  p lan .  Somet imes  the  d reams  and  p lans  come t rueo

May  you  be  happy  wh i l e  you  a re  he re ,  and  re tu rn  bask  t , o  you r

peop le ,  au t l  i o  g i ve  " i i l t 6 i "g  o f  t he  expe r ience  ga the red -  t h rough

t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e ,  i n  o r d " e r  t o  h e l p  y o u r  p e o p l e  i n  t h i s _ g r e a t  f o r w a r d '

ma , rch  o f  human i i y ,  i n  wh ich  the  ne t+  coun t r i es  a re  ca l l ec l  t o  p lay  so

i m p o r t a n t  a  r o l e o

I  s h a l l  s a y  l ' s h a l o m t l ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  p e a c e '  p e a c e  t o  a l }  o f  u s '

p e a c e  t o  t h e  w o r l d , ,  a n d  g o o c l  l u c k  t o  a l l  o f  y o u "


